Nursing role on preventing secondary brain injury.
Secondary brain injury is a complicated, multifactorial process that results from hypoxemia, hypercapnia or hypocapnia, and increased ICP. Implementation of a traumatic brain injury protocol for patients with head injury including hemodynamic management, pulmonary care, maintenance of body temperature, control of the environment, positioning of patients, and seizure prophylaxis provides critical care nurses a proactive means to prevent or minimize the development of secondary brain injury in the emergency department.